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NHERI	Council	Monthly	Meeting	No.	6	(November	7th	meeting	was	postponed),	Y-9	
January	9,	2025,	11:00	–	12:00	PM,	Eastern	(8:00	to	Noon,	Pacific)	

 
 

NHERI Council Meetings 
		

Title: NHERI Council - Fall 2024 

Location: https://DesignSafe-ci.zoom.us/j/95386905023 
 

When: January 9, 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM Eastern (1st scheduled meeting of the Spring 
2025) confirm time on Thursdays for the period from February to June 2025 

	
Attending:		

• Oregon	State	University:	Dan	Cox	(EF	Dir.	and	Council	Chair)	and	Pedro	Lomonaco	(Fac.	Dir.)	Hinsdale	
• University	of	California,	Berkeley:	Matt	DeJong	(Co-Dir.),	and	Matt	Schoettler	(Assoc.	Dir.	–	Ops),	Stanford	

University:	Greg	Deierlein	(Co-Dir),	SimCenter	
• University	of	California,	Davis:	Jason	DeJong	(EF	Dir)	and	Dan	Wilson	(Assoc.	Dir.)	CGM	
• University	of	California,	San	Diego:	Joel	Conte	(EF	Dir.,)	LHPOST	
• University	of	Colorado	Boulder:	Lori	Peek	(Dir.,	CONVERGE)		
• University	of	Florida:	Jennifer	Bridge	(EF	Dir.)	Powell	Lab	
• University	of	Texas	at	Austin:	Ellen	Rathje	(CI	Dir.	and	Council	Vice-Chair)	and	Tim	Cockerill	(Dep.	Proj.	

Dir.)	DesignSafe-CI)		
• University	of	Texas	at	Austin:	Ken	Stokoe	(EF	Dir.),	Tricia	Clayton	(CoPi),	and	Sungmoon	Hwang	

(syongmoon@utexas.edu)	(Operations	Manager)	Texas	Mobile	Equipment	Facility	
• University	of	Washington:	Joe	Wartman	(EF	Dir.)	and	Jeff	Berman	(CoPI	and	Fac.	Manager)	RAPID	
• National	Science	Foundation:	Joy	Pauschke	(Prog.	Dir,	NHERI)	
• Purdue	University:	Julio	Ramirez	(NCO	Dir.,	Council	Secretary),	JoAnn	Browning	(NCO	ECO	Leader),	Cheryl	

Ann	Blain	(NCO-Comms	Leader)	and	Dan	Zehner	(NCO	Sch./Ops.	Coord.)	
• Florida	International	University:	Arindam	Chowdhury	(EF	Dir.),	Ioannis	Sizis	(CoPI)	and	Steve	Diaz	(Site	

Operations	Manager)	WOW	
• Lehigh	University:	Jim	Ricles	(EF	Dir.),	Liang	Cao	(lic418@lehigh.edu),	Joe	Saunders,	(Facility	Manager),	

and	Claudia	Reis	(Co-PI	Lehigh	NHERI	Facility)	
• Guests:	Robin	Nelson	(NCO,	ECO),	Jennifer	Thornhill	(OSU)	 	
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Minutes		

1. (5	min)	Attendance	and	introductions	(All)	

	

Joel	Conte	introduced	Prof.	John	McCartney	as	the	new	PI	for	UCSD.	He	will	be	added	to	the	Council	e-mail	
list.			

	
2. (5	min)	Review	and	Approval	of	Minutes	of	12/05/24	Meeting	No.	5	in	Y-9.	(Meeting	No.	4	of	November	7	

was	postponed	to	December	5)	(Dan	Cox)		

Lori	moved	approval	of	the	Minutes	as	distributed,	and	Joel	seconded	the	motion.	

	
Approved	Minutes	posted	at:	https://www.designsafe-ci.org/facilities/nco/governance/nheri-council/	
	

3. (40	min)	Ongoing	Business	–		
	

a) (5	min)	Scheduling	NHERI	Council	meetings	January-June	2025:	proposal	is	to	meet	11:00	
AM	to	12:00	PM	EST	and	February	13,	March	6,	April	3,	May	1,	and	June	5.	(Julio)	

Council	agreed	on	the	dates	and	times	for	its	meetings	until	and	including	June	when	
Summer	Council	meetings	will	begin.	Calendar	invites	will	be	distributed	in	the	next	few	
weeks.	

b) (5	min)	Report	out	AGU	meeting,	NHERI	booth	(Marti	LaChance	and	Dan	Zehner)		

Marti	submitted	a	report	on	the	impact	of	the	NHERI	booth	presence	during	AGU	(attached).	
A	separate	meeting	will	be	held	to	debrief	the	booth	NHERI	participants.	Marti	will	report	at	
the	next	Council	Meeting.	Find	more	information	at	this	link:	

https://www.designsafe-ci.org/community/news/2024/november/nheri-network-at-the-
agu-fall-meeting-in-washington-dc/	
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c) (5	min)	Reminder/update	of	NHERI	Computational	Symposium	dates	and	deadlines	(Matt)	

Matt	reported	that	at	the	time	of	this	meeting	245	participants	had	registered.	Program	is	
set	and	everyone	is	looking	forward	to	the	meeting	in	LA.		

https://simcenter.designsafe-ci.org/nheri-computational-symposium/2025/	

d) (5	min)	Reminder	of	NHERI	Summer	Institute	dates	and	deadlines	for	travel	award	Feb	23,	
2025,	and	registration	May	1,	2025	(ECO,	JoAnn	Browning)	

Robin	Nelson	provided	an	update	on	the	activities.	The	update	slides	are	attached	to	the	
Minutes.	

e) (5	min)	Reminder	of	REU	application	deadline	Feb	16,	2025	(ECO,	JoAnn,	Robin	Nelson)	

Update	in	Robin’s	slides.	

f) (5	min)	Update	on	ECO’s	plans	for	REU	symposium	(ECO,	JoAnn,	Robin	Nelson)	

Ah-hoc	Task	Group	led	by	Dan	Cox	and	JoAnn	Browning	is	working	on	coordinating	
activities	and	organizing	the	REU	symposium	at	OSU	in	August.	Other	activities	held	jointly	
with	the	symposium	include	a	demonstration	of	the	OSU	NHERI	facility	and	a	computational	
modeling	symposium	led	by	OSU.		Dan	and	JoAnn	invited	Council	members	to	join	in	
upcoming	meetings	of	the	Task	Group	and	asked	for	nominations	of	REU	grads	from	the	
facilities	to	receive	invitations	to	attend	and	participate	in	the	Symposium.	Also,	
nominations	are	welcomed	of	outstanding	graduate	student	that	have	been	REU	mentors.	
Another	suggestion	was	to	coordinate	scheduling	times	so	that	facilities	can	broadcast	
activities	during	the	3-day	Symposium.	

Action	Item:	Dan	will	share	with	the	Council	the	dates	of	future	meetings	of	this	Task	
Group	and	all	interested	Council	members	are	invited	to	join.	

g) (5	min)	Update	on	HWRL	plans	for	NSF	75th	(Dan	C.)	

See	report	in	Item	f)	

h) (5	min)	Data	Depot	metrics	(Tim	C.)	

Tim	extended	the	offer	to	work	with	facilities	to	provide	data	for	their	proposals.	Some	
examples	of	the	metrics	that	can	be	collected	by	DesignSafe	are	shown	in	the	attachment	to	
the	Minutes.	

Action	Item:	Council	members	please	look	carefully	through	the	data	provided	by	Tim	and	
check	accuracy	and	set	up	meetings	with	him	as	needed.	

	

4. (5	min)	New	Business	
a. None	

	
	

5. Adjourn:	Meeting	adjourned	at	Noon.	Lori	moved	and	Joel	seconded	the	motion	to	adjourn.	



NHERI Booth at AGU 24 
Dec 9-12, 2024 
Outcomes Report (preliminary) 
 
The purpose of the NHERI booth at AGU is to raise awareness of the NHERI network among 
over 30,000 AGU attendees. Below are data from booth activities. 
 
Introduce AGU attendees to NHERI with our 30-second script 
 

Goal: 50 
Outcome: 335 

 
We beat expectations every day! 335 is a conservative number, as the booth was so busy 
that volunteers often had no time to tally the individuals they met. 
 
Collect email addresses from AGU attendees 
 

Goal: 10 
Outcome: 40  

 
We collected email addresses from individuals interested in NHERI’s educational 
programming and from researchers interested in collaborating with NHERI researchers or 
using NHERI data. They’ll be added to the NHERI newsletter email list. 
 
Distribute NHERI info cards 
 

Goal: 30 
Outcome: We distributed 300 NHERI info cards — all we had.  

 
We then had visitors take phone-pictures of our NHERI info card and its QR code. 
 
Distribute info cards on NHERI Tech Transfer database 
 

Goal: 30 
Outcome: 135 

 
Distribute info on NHERI Education and Community Outreach 
 
Overall, AGU attendee interest was very strong in NHERI ECO programming. We ran out of 
handouts and asked booth visitors to photograph our last copies.  
 

Graduate Student Council: 50 GSC info sheets distributed 
Summer Institute: 25 Summer Institute sheets distributed 
NHERI REU: 25 REU sheets distributed 



Many more people took photos of these info sheets than took one home. 
 
Impact. During and immediately after the AGU meeting, Dec 9-31, we recorded upticks in 
access to NHERI educational programs.  



NHERI Council 

Meeting

January 9, 2025



REU Update

Important Dates 
• February 16, Application Deadline
• March 3, Site selections due
• April 14, Meet & Greet
• May 19-30, REU Mentor Training
• June 2 - August 8, Block 1
• June 16 - August 22, Block 2
• August 4, REU Presentation Practice 
• August 5, REU Travel Day
• August 6-8, REU Research 

Symposium @ OSU in NSF on 75th 
Anniversary Tour

• August 9, REU Travel Day

Report
• 20 completed applications; 4 NSF 

ETAP; 288 in progress; 15 Letters of 
recommendation

• Info Sessions:
– November 5: 41 registered, 20 attended
– December 17: 42 registered, 18 attended
– January 21: 13 registered



Summer Institute Update

Important Dates

• February 23, Travel Award 
Deadline

• May 1, Registration Deadline

• April 21, Awardee Meet & Greet

• May 5, Non-funded Meet & 
Greet

• June 11-13, Summer Institute

Report

• 26 application complete; 37 in 
progress

• Info Session dates:
– December 10, 4 reg., 2 attended

– January 28, 1 reg.

• Working w/STEM academy to 
support K-12 teachers

https://bit.ly/2025NHERI_SummerInstitute_InfoSessions


The U.S. National Science Foundation Natural Hazards Engineering Research Infrastructure network, NSF NHERI , is supported by multiple awards from the U.S. National Science Foundation. Any statements in this 
material are those of the presenter(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.



Transforming Hazards Research

Data Reuse

142 140 346

~1,000 published 
datasets

~400,000 
published files 
accessed
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