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Research Project Overview
• Name
• Mentor
• Research Project Update

– Highlight a result from your research



Results
• Based on the research conducted, what are the findings?

• Results section includes:
– Findings in an organized fashion 

• By research question
• By chronological order
• By theme

– No interpretation is included in this section
– Report on the data collection process (optional)
– Data in tables, graphs, charts that portray the findings

• EXPLAIN what the data are, what the findings are (Findings 
that answer your research questions and secondary findings)



Discussion
• What is the researchers’ interpretation of the results?

– This section fulfills the purpose made in the introduction of the paper
• Discussion section includes the following information:

– Why was this study needed to answer the research questions, to fill 
the research gap, or answer a particular problem statement

– Answers to the research questions made in the introduction
– Results and how they answer or don’t answer the research questions
– Interpretation of the meaning of the findings
– Citations to previous studies and how they compare to the study’s 

findings (offer reasons for these differences or similarities)
– Address limitations (why something didn’t work and what could have 

been done differently)
– What are logical next steps in this research?



Abstract
• Abstract is the executive summary of 

your study, used for conference 
proposals & to give an overview of your 
work.

• The abstract of your paper is one 
paragraph long, one page double-
spaced.

– Includes 1-2 sentences per section
• Background
• Problem statement
• Rationale for the research
• Materials & instrumentation
• Methods used
• Results
• Conclusions/Discussion



Acknowledgements
• This is optional and includes those you want to thank for their 

support or work including:
– Affiliated institutions (home institution, NHERI site)
– Funding sources (grants, fellowships, etc)

• National Science Foundation grant #CMMI-1612144

– Direct technical support (lab, with data)
– Indirect assistance (discussions that generated ideas)
– Friends, colleagues, family



Research Paper
• Abstract
• Introduction
• Materials and/or Instrumentation | Datasets and/or 

Software/Hardware
• Methodology
• Results
• (Analysis)
• Discussion
• Acknowledgements
• References



Upcoming Deadlines and Events
• Monday, August 12 

– Week 8 Timesheet
– Week 8 Reflection
– Draft of Final Paper to be Peer Reviewed (include all sections of the 

paper)
• Word document, Times New Roman, Double-spaced (NO PDF)

• Tuesday, August 13 @ 11am Central Time – Peer Review (?)
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